
To	
  whom	
  it	
  may	
  concern,	
  
	
  
I	
  have	
  made	
  two	
  movies	
  in	
  Port	
  Douglas—Paradise	
  Road	
  and	
  South	
  
Pacific.	
  While	
  there,	
  we	
  went	
  to	
  Cairns	
  on	
  numerous	
  occasions.	
  That	
  
part	
  of	
  the	
  world	
  will	
  always	
  have	
  a	
  very	
  special	
  place	
  in	
  my	
  heart.	
  The	
  
phenomenon	
  of	
  the	
  untouched	
  Daintree	
  Rainforest	
  coming	
  right	
  down	
  
to	
  the	
  Great	
  Barrier	
  Reef	
  is	
  like	
  nowhere	
  else	
  on	
  earth.	
  I	
  am	
  a	
  human	
  
being	
  who	
  has	
  a	
  profound	
  need	
  for	
  nature	
  and	
  wild	
  things.	
  I	
  would	
  not	
  
want	
  to	
  live	
  in	
  a	
  world	
  without	
  the	
  inspiration	
  and	
  comfort	
  that	
  both	
  
afford	
  me.	
  My	
  daughter	
  and	
  I	
  went	
  to	
  the	
  Flying	
  Fox	
  Research	
  Station	
  at	
  
Cape	
  Tribulation	
  twice	
  and	
  were	
  charmed	
  and	
  fascinated	
  by	
  these	
  
extraordinary	
  creatures.	
  What	
  we	
  found	
  most	
  extraordinary	
  was	
  that	
  
each	
  flying	
  fox	
  we	
  met	
  had	
  a	
  distinct	
  and	
  engaging	
  personality.	
  We	
  
learned	
  how	
  they	
  are	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  major	
  pollinators	
  of	
  the	
  jungle	
  flora	
  and	
  
how	
  it	
  would	
  be	
  a	
  serious	
  blow	
  to	
  the	
  balance	
  of	
  nature	
  in	
  that	
  part	
  of	
  
the	
  world,	
  if	
  they	
  were	
  eradicated.	
  	
  
	
  
I	
  remember	
  well	
  the	
  Native	
  Australian	
  Spectacled	
  Flying	
  Fox	
  Colony	
  
situated	
  at	
  the	
  Library	
  in	
  Cairns.	
  These	
  creatures	
  are	
  a	
  very	
  special	
  
experience	
  for	
  the	
  tourists	
  who	
  can	
  observe	
  them	
  as	
  they	
  roost	
  in	
  the	
  
beautiful	
  historic	
  trees	
  at	
  the	
  Cairns	
  Library.	
  The	
  Colony	
  can	
  be	
  
observed	
  up	
  close	
  as	
  they	
  sleep—and	
  chatter-­‐-­‐during	
  the	
  day.	
  
	
  
One	
  of	
  my	
  favorite	
  moments	
  occurs	
  round	
  dusk	
  when	
  they	
  fly	
  out	
  and	
  
fill	
  the	
  sky	
  on	
  their	
  nightly	
  migration	
  to	
  their	
  feeding	
  trees.	
  It	
  is	
  visually	
  
beautiful—surreal-­‐-­‐-­‐as	
  you	
  experience	
  something	
  that	
  has	
  been	
  
occurring	
  for	
  eons,	
  that	
  is	
  an	
  integral	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  magic	
  of	
  a	
  treasured	
  
place	
  on	
  our	
  planet.	
  
	
  
It	
  deeply	
  distresses	
  me	
  to	
  learn	
  that	
  the	
  Cairns	
  City	
  Council,	
  led	
  by	
  its	
  
Mayor	
  Bob	
  Manning,	
  is	
  planning	
  to	
  disperse	
  and	
  remove	
  these	
  
vulnerable	
  creatures	
  from	
  what	
  can	
  only	
  be	
  described	
  as	
  a	
  unique	
  and	
  
ideal	
  location	
  in	
  the	
  town	
  Centre.	
  I	
  think	
  this	
  is	
  an	
  unfortunate	
  decision	
  
that	
  will	
  be	
  detrimental	
  to	
  your	
  tourism.	
  Flying	
  Fox	
  populations	
  have	
  
already	
  been	
  decimated	
  by	
  the	
  recent	
  heat	
  waves,	
  dying	
  in	
  the	
  tens	
  of	
  
thousands.	
  	
  These	
  species,	
  especially	
  the	
  Spectacled	
  Flying	
  Foxes,	
  are	
  
sorely	
  threatened	
  and	
  the	
  fact	
  that	
  their	
  habitat	
  in	
  Cairns	
  may	
  be	
  
disrupted	
  really	
  distresses	
  me.	
  	
  
	
  



	
  
I	
  have	
  been	
  told	
  that	
  a	
  small	
  number	
  of	
  locals	
  see	
  them	
  as	
  annoying	
  due	
  
to	
  the	
  smell.	
  I	
  would	
  think	
  that	
  regular	
  maintenance	
  of	
  footpaths	
  is	
  a	
  
small	
  price	
  to	
  pay	
  considering	
  the	
  tourist	
  value	
  Flying	
  Foxes	
  offer.	
  I	
  have	
  
heard	
  that	
  one	
  Councilor	
  suggested	
  building	
  a	
  viewing	
  platform	
  so	
  as	
  to	
  
create	
  a	
  better	
  experience	
  for	
  tourists	
  and	
  that	
  this	
  would	
  also	
  cover	
  the	
  
parking	
  protecting	
  the	
  vehicles	
  below	
  the	
  trees.	
  	
  I	
  think	
  this	
  is	
  a	
  fabulous	
  
idea	
  and	
  perfect	
  solution	
  in	
  being	
  able	
  to	
  co-­‐exist	
  and	
  have	
  economic	
  
gain	
  for	
  the	
  community.	
  	
  
	
  
Experiences	
  such	
  as	
  this	
  should	
  be	
  celebrated,	
  not	
  disrupted.	
  Being	
  in	
  
Far	
  North	
  Queensland,	
  you	
  are	
  a	
  spectacular	
  eco-­‐tourism	
  destination.	
  
You	
  have	
  the	
  ability	
  to	
  show	
  how	
  humans	
  and	
  wild	
  creatures	
  can	
  co-­‐
exist	
  in	
  a	
  world	
  where	
  wild	
  species	
  and	
  places	
  are	
  under	
  siege.	
  I	
  
sincerely	
  hope	
  that	
  you	
  not	
  only	
  leave	
  the	
  colony	
  where	
  it	
  is,	
  but	
  also	
  
maximize	
  accessibility	
  to	
  the	
  location	
  while	
  providing	
  education	
  about	
  
Flying	
  Foxes	
  and	
  their	
  value	
  in	
  a	
  delicate	
  ecosystem.	
  Please	
  do	
  not	
  
destroy	
  the	
  enormous	
  educational	
  value	
  and	
  experiential	
  potential	
  of	
  
such	
  an	
  exceptional	
  situation.	
  
	
  
I	
  will	
  return	
  to	
  Cairns	
  some	
  day	
  and	
  hope	
  to	
  see	
  a	
  thriving	
  community	
  
not	
  only	
  of	
  humans,	
  but	
  also	
  of	
  Flying	
  Foxes,	
  a	
  species	
  I	
  dearly	
  love.	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
Sincerely,	
  
Glenn	
  Close	
  

	
  


