To:

Dear Minister 

On Friday 7th September the Queensland Government introduced changes which will allow the shooting of Flying-foxes by farmers to protect their crops. Two of the four species that will be killed as a result of these changes are listed federally as vulnerable to extinction 

This move flies in the face of expert opinion from many public organisations, the RSPCA, your own department and the Animal Welfare Advisory Council. It is at odds with the bipartisan NSW government decision to end shooting, as a consequence of an independent panel of experts having concluded that the practice is ethically unacceptable. It is at odds with statements made by Minister McVeigh that animal cruelty is “never acceptable”.

Organisms do not exist in isolation in the natural environment but are tied together in a complex web. We know that ecosystems with reduced biodiversity are less able to provide or support goods and services to humans. Flying-foxes provide critical services of pollination and seed dispersal. 
The current population levels and trends of flying-foxes are unknown, but there are many factors, particularly ongoing loss of habitat, to indicate they are in decline. The ecosystem functions of flying-foxes are compromised long before species are lost. Shooting threatened wildlife is the opposite of what is needed to recover species with a low reproductive rate and multiple other threats. 
Minister, I would like to know who advised your government that this action is sustainable.

· Have you received any expert advice as to the minimum viable population of any of the species of Flying-foxes targeted by these changes for the species and for their ecosystem functions?
· If so, please advise who provided this advice and the science behind it.  
· If not, please explain how the government justifies permitting this extra pressure on species whose numbers are already in decline?
I feel strongly that these are important issues.  With so many pressures on these vulnerable species, it is unconscionable to take actions that will only increase their risk of extinction.

Yours Sincerely

